The following congregations observed the last Sunday in September, Sept. 28, 2008, as Inclusion Awareness Day

Prince of Peace, Lake Villa
1. Created an Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors ministry banner and displayed in church

2. Parishioners with developmental disabilities served as gift bearers.
3. The parish won an Open Hearts Award grant last year and used the grant to purchase assistive listening devices (ALD). On Inclusion Awareness Day the devices were demonstrated at a table in the vestibule and distributed to parishioners in need.

4. A video showing the access features and inclusion efforts of the parish was created and was shown repeatedly on a TV near the ALD display.
5. Bulletin articles leading up to Inclusion Awareness Day appeared for a month before the event and on the day of the event.

6. Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors ministry members took photos of Inclusion Awareness Day events.

St. Norbert’s, Northbrook

1. Parishioners with disabilities who have mobility involvements sat in the first pew and presented the gifts to the celebrant who walked down to their pew.

2. How You Can Make a Difference was photocopied and placed in pews.

3. A bulletin article explained all that the church is doing to welcome people with disabilities.

4. Two parishioners were invited to speak after communion about what inclusion in the parish means to them. One was a young woman with a cognitive disability. She received a standing ovation. The other parishioner had had a stroke. This parishioner wrote a letter to the parish and the Inclusion Rep read it from the podium because the individual was not able to attend the service due to an out of town event.
5. Plans are being made to celebrate inclusion in the parish again in January. SPRED students will use sacred gestures during parts of the Mass in January.

Infant of Prague, Flossmoor 

1. Cardinal George’s letter ran in the bulletin the week before Inclusion Awareness Day.

2. Information about Inclusion Awareness Day with a link to www.inclusioninworship.org was placed on the parish website.

3. 2008 Inclusion Awareness Day Workbook was photocopied and distributed to all staff with a request to preach about inclusion on Sept. 28th.

4. Bulletin cover from www.inclusioninworship.org website was used on cover of bulletin.

5. The bulletin article from the 2008 workbook was placed in the bulletin with a photo of the Open Hearts committee with names. Quotes from workbook were used as filers by the bulletin editor.
6. Posters were created and displayed in the vestibules and Open Hearts Committee members were available at the posters after Mass.

7. Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors ministry banner was displayed on the altar.
St. Andrew, Chicago
1. The liturgy focused on the theme of inclusion.

2. Parishioners with disabilities greeted and brought up the gifts. 

St. Francis De Sales

1. Special petitions were used.
Ss. Faith Hope and Charity, Winnetka

1. Children from Children of Peace School, a school for children who are deaf, were hosted at a special Mass and fall festival at Ss. Faithm Hope and Charity.

2. The Children of Peace School choir performed liturgical music at the Mass.
3. The letter from Cardinal George, an article explaining the day and the Prayer for Awareness was placed in the bulletin.
The following congregations observed an alternate date for Inclusion Awareness Day

Old St. Pat’s, Chicago

1. The parish celebrated Inclusion Awareness Day on Sept. 7 during the parish’s Social Justice Month.

2. A special monthly worship aide contained an article about inclusion at the parish and information about the next accessibility committee meeting, availability of large print worship aides, assistive listening devices, and sign language interpretation at the 5:00 p.m. Mass.

3. A Prayer for Inclusion was placed in the worship aide and was read by the entire congregation at the opening of mass.

4. A Prayer for Awareness was placed in the worship aide and was read by the entire congregation at the close of Mass.

5. Inclusive hymns were used: A Place at the Table by Murray/True, Plenty Room, Traditional Spiritual arr. by Glover, Sing a New Church by Nettleton. 

Holy Spirit Catholic Community of Faith, Naperville

1. Holy Spirit Catholic Community of Faith will celebrate Inclusion Awareness Day on the weekend of October 12, 2008. 

2. A video on people first language will be shown prior to mass.

3. Special hymns with an inclusion theme will be used.

4. People with disabilities will give witness.  
5. The Saturday p. m. mass is signed and a deaf choir from another denomination is invited to worship/sing with Holy Spirit Catholic Community of Faith.
Old St. Mary’s, Chicago

1. Old St. Mary's celebrated Inclusion Awareness Sunday on October 26 at the 11 AM. 

2. The readings for the day were resoundingly appropriate for the theme.
3. The pastor provided a homily on inclusion.
4. Three parishioners with disabilities did a joint reading of the Intercessions. One senior citizen offered the gifts with the support of another parishioner.
5. The film, "The Miracle", was enjoyed after Eucharist in the social hall.
6. The pastor, Fr. Kallock, provided the homily.
St. Patricia
1. St. Patricia will be celebrating their Inclusion Awareness Day on Sunday, November 2nd.  
2. We will begin with a Mass, where all of our people with disabilities will participate. Everyone has a part from preparing the altar, bringing up flowers and candles, to animating the Gospel readings.  The workbook was a big help in the preparation. Thank you.

Sacred Heart, Winnetka

1. A date in November is being selected and plans for the Inclusion Awareness Day celebration are being made.

St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church, Chicago

1. Inclusion Awareness Sunday was celebrated on Sunday, October 26, 2008.

2. White ribbons and program booklets were made and distributed to parishioners at the entrances to the church on inclusion Awareness Sunday by the youth group.

3. A special homily about inclusion was preached by the pastor.

4.  Parishioners with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities spoke about how much their inclusion at St. Andrew’s means to them.

5. A reception with children’s activities and displays took place in the gym after Divine Liturgy.

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Des Plaines


1. Inclusion Awareness Sunday will be celebrated on Dec. 7, 2008










