Some of the many comments that were made by attendees at the Nov. 14, 2008 workshop That All May Worship: Creating the Inclusive Community:
“The variety of the personal stories - 7 different people, each with a different viewpoint – was a constant reminder that ‘one size does not fit all.”

“The panel was inspirational. It always moves me to see people carrying on their lives without even acknowledging their disabilities.”

“People living with disabilities do not consider themselves as disabled, rather they, like everyone, have challenges to overcome and then move on.”

“I ached when I heard one of the presenters, a young man with mental illness and  a developmental disability, who joined the choir at his parish but quit because he was always being corrected.” 

“This workshop made me aware of how to help people with invisible disabilities such as hearing loss and mental illness.”
“This was the first time I heard other individuals who have disabilities speak and advocate for themselves in front of others.”

“I enjoyed the small group discussions. 5-6 participants shared ideas and extrapolated new ideas from the discussion.”

“I never realized how isolating it is to have a hearing loss.”

“I loved this facility. Elevators that announced the floors were helpful to attendees with vision loss.”
“After this workshop I want to start a committee comprised of members who have disabilities to address issues in my parish.”

“I learned that inclusion is used where love is involved.” 

“I never knew that ‘handicapped’ came from ‘cap-in-hand’, insinuating that someone with a disability can only beg.”

“I learned that my parish needs to seek out those who may have inadvertently been excluded in order to enrich parish life.”
“This workshop was a reminder of the need to be sensitive to the potential and the special needs of ALL of God’s people.”

“This workshop just scratched the surface. We need another workshop on each of the disabilities represented with more in depth information and perspectives.”

“I learned that inclusion means exactly that!”

“Each panelist told their story in their own way – according to their communication skills.”

“I got information to take back to my pastor to make him more aware of people with disabilities in our parish.”

“This workshop was awesome, inspirational! I enjoyed all of the speakers.”
“After this workshop I am more aware of the many different disabilities NOT obvious in a parish and the isolation many people with disabilities feel. Are we really welcoming?” 

“The panel presented a real reality of people that may be a part of any parish.”

“We are more alike than different. It is okay to just ask ‘How can I help you?’ “

“This workshop was a shot in the arm!”

 “Inclusion is a matter of listen, learn, get to know, don’t assume.”

“I liked the ‘People First Language’ article.”

“Knowing that resources are available is helpful.”

“We need more priests at these workshops.”

“This workshop showed me that the best improvements come from people with disabilities, NOT from well meaning others.”

“This workshop was valuable because people with disabilities were asked, as experts, to talk.”

“I met a variety of parishioners from across the city of Chicago at this workshop. It was a beautiful engagement where we talked and learned to understand a variety of disabilities.”
“I learned more about Pathways Awareness and got information to take back to my parish.”

“I got more than I expected from this workshop!”

” Let’s have another workshop!”

